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HOATH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on 13th April 2011.
Present: Councillors Michael Nugent (chair), Colin Chapman, Sarah Keyes, John Williams, Sue Chapman. Guy Foster (clerk). In attendance: Alan Marsh (KCC) and 10 members of the public.

************************ ************************************

1. Apologies

Cllr Williams was to be late arriving.
2. Declarations of interest
None.

3. Minutes of the previous meeting
These were signed as a true record without amendment. 
4. KCC and CCC reports
There was no CCC representative. For KCC, Mr Marsh had yet to arrive so this item was taken later.
*************************** *******************************

At this point the meeting was adjourned to allow comments from members of the public. The following matters were raised:

· Maypole Road road works: a member of the public asked if the verge alongside the edge of the northern stretch of Maypole Road was to be reinstated. And could we obtain confirmation that the water board would provide a supply to the new allotments free of charge? The Chairman reported that this had been confirmed to him recently and in addition, the water board had offered to replace the missing “kill your speed” signs. As to the verge, the understanding was that the water board would reinstate all damage to roads and verges at the conclusion of the works which was expected to be in five weeks time. It was reported that the remains of a Roman road had been uncovered, one possible reason for a delay in completion of the works.
· Allotments update: the Chairman said he would report on this in more detail later in the meeting.

******************************* ***************************

5. Maypole Lane “no parking” signs
The quotation from Wantsum Gardeners being the lowest (at £20 a sign or £100 for all six) it was resolved to ask them to erect the signs, to be placed opposite each of the relevant driveways as previously resolved. 
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In respect of Wantsum Gardeners, Cllr Sue Chapman noted that the grass in the play area needed cutting urgently.
6. Footpaths: to consider next steps re the Ridgeway and footpath CB99.
The clerk noted that the Chairman’s latest letter to True Grip had not been sent and that there had recently been intervention from KCC but the current state of play was unclear. The Clerk was asked to send the letter, noting KCC’s involvement.

Cllr Sue Chapman undertook to walk path CB99 and report on the current status of the obstruction.
7. To consider the matter of risk assessments for the PC generally and for the play area specifically.
Cllr Sue Chapman reported that a draft of a risk assessment for the play area was nearly complete. The Clerk undertook to prepare a draft of a general risk assessment. Both to be tabled at the next PC meeting.
8. Planning matters
The following applications were considered:

· CA//11/00195/LUE (Orchard House, Maypole Rd): no objections

· CA//11/00258/FUL (Woodpecker Cottage – retrospective): it was felt this structure was of disproportionate size and appeared to be designed for residential purposes. The clerk was instructed to write to Canterbury City Council with these views.

· Work to trees at Knave’s Ash Cottage: no objections

· Work to trees at land adjacent to Woodpecker Cottage: no objections

4. KCC report
Mr Marsh reported as follows:
· The new Turner gallery in Margate was open and worth a visit.

· He asked people to let him have details of their experiences of NHS treatment, good or bad.

· He intended to lobby Stagecoach to see if a local “parish loop” bus service could be put in place.
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· He was asking the water board for compensation for the inconvenience caused by the road works, this (in the event it was forthcoming) to be routed through the Parish Council.

· The interactive speed signs were now operational.

· He asked the Clerk for views on the latest news from HMRC on the income tax treatment of parish clerks’ earnings.

(Cllr Williams arrived at this point.)

9. Report of the clerk/RFO
The cashbook and bank balance at the end of March was £6,276.83.
Payments were approved to the clerk (£269.14); Kent Association of Local Councils: £167.68 plus VAT (subscription renewal).

Correspondence: an email had been received from a parishioner asking whether farmers had been spoken to about damage to verges caused by large vehicles. The response was to be that this was an ad hoc matter, rather than something for formal communication.

Annual accounts: it was agreed to use the same internal auditor as the previous year. The RFO reported that the draft accounts showed a small deficit for the year, largely due to retrospective transfers of Concurrent Function Grant to the village hall.
It was agreed that the statutory annual PC meeting and the annual Parish meeting would both be held on the same evening as the May PC meeting, commencing at 7.15 p.m.

10. Councillors’ reports

Cllr Sue Chapman reported that there was still a wobbly stile on footpath CB100A. The Clerk undertook to report this to KCC.
Cllr Nugent reported as follows:

A parishioner had suggested a referendum be held to gauge support for a village green. The view of the PC was that the requisite mandate had emerged from the Parish Plan process. The Clerk was asked to respond along these lines.
Allotments: Cllr Nugent had met with the land agent. The meeting had not been entirely straightforward but Cllr Nugent was left with the impression that a satisfactory resolution would be achieved.
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Should we set up dedicated PC email addresses? There was little support for this from other PC members but the Clerk undertook to investigate. The Clerk was also asked to correct Cllr Nugent’s phone number in the parish magazine.

11. Date of next meeting.
The next meeting will be on May 11th at approximately 8.00 p.m., in the village hall. It will be preceded by the annual PC meeting and the annual parish meeting, the evening to start at 7.15 p.m.
The meeting was declared closed at 9.05 p.m.
Guy Foster
Clerk to Hoath Parish Council

April 16th 2011.
Signed as a true record ______________________________ Date: ______________

